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Credits to the economic globalization and new communication technologies, information globalization 
characterized primarily as the cross-border information flow has gradually transformed the Global Village, as set 
forward by Marshall McLuhan, into reality. There are abundant evidences showing the impact of the process of 
information globalization on journalism and communication, despite the arguments given by Robert S. Fortner and 
others. i 
Activities in the field of journalism and communication have presented some new characteristics due in large part 
to the information globalization as follows:  
1. A shift from communication blockage to communication liberalization 
Information blockage, widely accepted by the two opposing sides in antagonism or in principles, is primarily the 
process where information communication is controlled to block information from the rivals for a certain demand. 
During the World War I, those antagonists often adopted the strategy to destroy the rival’s cables while protecting 
their own lands. The Royal Navy of the UK cut off German cable as soon as they declared the war to eliminate the 
latter any access to communication with the United States and its allies.  Consequently, German failed to obtain 
sympathy or support from the American government. During the World War II, the nations involved also tried their 
best to interfere in information flow by forbidding their nationals to listen to the programmes of enemy radios and 
by blockading their signals and so on. German jammed BBC’s broadcasting signals, Italy jammed the radio 
broadcasting of the Allied Army in its territory, and France and the Soviet Union also jammed German’s 
broadcasting signals within their boundaries. During the Cold War period, the Soviet Union and some Eastern 
European countries in the Socialism camp blockaded the information from the Western countries by jamming their 
radio broadcasting signals. It should be pointed out that the blockage of information also forced the former Soviet 
Union and the Socialist countries in Eastern Europe to be separated from the outside world, which is described today 
as “an isolated island of information” by the Russian scholars.ii As for the changes in political and economic areas 
took place, the shift from public to private ownership as well as the dissemination of market trade principle have 
become increasingly strong worldwide. Since the end of the Cold War, information flow towards liberalization has 
become an inevitable trend, gradually causing the information blockage losing its ground.  
2. A shift from communication with obstacle to communication without obstacle 
The development of science and technology is likely to account for the shift from communication with obstacle 
to communication with lesser obstacle and to communication without any obstacle. Traditionally, the information 
communication across state boundaries has to depend in large part on sea flight and post system by which the 
messages are always communicated and exchanged in slow pace. The submarine cable emerged during the second 
half of the nineteenth century. For example, the one across the Atlantic Ocean, speeding up the information 
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communication. However, the capacities of cable communication were limited, often unable to meet the requirement; 
and the equipment of submarine cable was easy to be destroyed particularly during the wartime. At the beginning of 
the twentieth century, wireless communication replaced the submarine cable, and was widespread during the World 
War I and after the war being the prevailing mode in the international radio broadcasting. The wireless 
communication obviously demonstrates more advantages than cable communication does. Yet it is often disturbed 
by signals of the same or similar frequencies. For example, from the end of World War II to the close of the 1980’s, 
the former Soviet Union and the Socialist countries in Eastern Europe had interfered with the broadcasting signals of 
the Western countries. Television, the product of modern electronic technology, enables the cross-border television 
broadcasting an access to a nearly simultaneous communication, particularly through satellite system. However, it is 
necessary for satellite broadcasting to gain support from ground station and local station that are mainly under the 
government control. The growth of the internet blurs the boundary of communication in human society, transmitting 
information by Infobahn connecting sky with land. The internet communication, noted for its high speed, massive 
capacity for storage and interactive exchange, effectively sweeps away the barriers of communication highway and 
lowers the possibility of artificial control or disturbance of information exchange.  
3. A shift from communication with time difference to communication without time difference 
The information globalization has developed in an accelerating fashion with the rapid growth of DBS and the 
internet. 
Television programmes in the beginning are transmitted by terrestrial broadcasting with restriction to the capacity 
of coverage and speed. Transnational television of faster speed has become available due to the advanced progress 
in satellite technology since the 1960s. DBS emerged at the end of the 1970s and was utilized in the United States in 
1983. Satellite technology and DBS are of epoch-making significance in the history of journalism and 
communication of human society: First of all, the TV news conveys global information instantaneously to the 
worldwide audience of different countries, regions and continents. The news coverage on the 1991 Gulf War and the 
subsequent wars are the remarkable examples of this type. The internet, an efficient way to communicate and 
exchange information via nature, is clearly noted for timely transmission of news using the combination of computer 
technology with communication technology and telecommunication technology. The measurement used in 
calculating the speed of communication turns from day or hour to minute and second, because news is now available 
online broadcasting to the entire world at the speed of nearly 300, 000 kilometers per second. Moreover, the internet 
ensures the time efficiency of information communication to a greater depth by updating constantly during the 
course of the day. In other words, the efficiency of information communication makes such an unprecedented 
progress that reporting of news can secure real-time coverage of the world’s major events. As a result, it is sufficient 
to say that time difference is becoming increasingly irrelevant and even impossible to exist any longer.  
4. A shift from communication of a single perspective to communication of a global perspective 
There is no doubt that the ubiquity of information communication between the advanced industrial countries and 
developing countries shows that the former largely dominate the information flow. Associated Press of America, 
Agence France-Presse, Reuters and United Press International provide the whole world with international news 
reports that consist 80% of the total. The Western well-known corporations in the field of international radio and 
television broadcasting are able to send signals covering the entire world. It is also self-evident that they play a 
critical role in international public opinions. Nevertheless, the mass media, particularly the electronic media in the 
non-Western countries including ones opposing to the Western countries, has made rapid progress under the impetus 
of recent changes in political and economic sphere and utilization of new communications technology in the world. 
They win not only their own voice on the world stage but also their own superiority in a short period of time. The 
profound change in information communication across the world challenges, to some extent, the very basis of 
dominant status occupied by the Western countries and reshapes the mold for international communication. CNN, 
for instance, took the central stage in the Gulf War in 1991 because there were few  alternatives. However, Aljazeera 
gained the privilege to release news within Arabian boundaries particularly in the anti-terrorism war in Afghanistan 
after the“9·11” Attack. During the 2004 war in Iraq, the journalists from not only the Western countries particularly 
the United States and Britain, but also other countries including Islamic states and China and so on, have given 
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coverage from their independent perspectives and hence enunciate many voices in international information gateway 
to ensure the world audience have access to different alternative sources of information.  
5. A shift from heterogeneous communication to homogeneous communication 
It is necessary to establish a set of unified technological standard to ensure that information can be exchanged 
and communicated worldwide, effectively and efficiently. Traditionally, the international organizations such as the 
International Telecommunication Union and so on are certainly responsible for coordinating the benefits of different 
involved countries and setting up the unified criteria and standards.iii The widespread of the internet across the globe 
makes standard become an important requirement, meaning individuals are unable to use the internet to 
communicate with the others until they obey the unified standards. The communication symbol of online 
information exchange—language, for example, is of typical significance. Most countries have in general 
communicated information in their native languages, whereas foreign languages are adopted for international 
communication. However, access to the international internet necessitates unified language symbol, which presently 
is English because of its dominant position in the developed West and its prominent characteristics of simple usage, 
wide applicability and remarkable popularity. It is important to remember the unified language symbol (likely an 
internet language for the future rather than a regular language of English) in effect lies at the very heart of the 
internet expansion, although many of the developing countries have argued and criticized the hegemonic status of 
English. So does the unified technological standard. That the standards for communication technology differ among 
countries seems obtainable before gaining access to the internet. The United States, Britain, German and France, for 
instances, adopt different and incompatible television broadcasting system (HDTV is cultivated and utilized for 
permitting incompatible television signals to be broadcasted within the same system). In contrast, access to the 
internet is based on a unified technological standard. As a result, there has been a trend towards homogeneous 
communication among the countries in the world. 
In sum, information globalization is an inevitable process of historical development that produces remarkable 
impact on communication. One must however notice that the process of information globalization will definitely be 
moving forward in accordance to its internal principle rather than personal preference.  
Forming the evolution of globalization and its typical characteristics, the basis of information globalization can 
be summarized as follows:  
1. The abolishment of communication blockage which permits information to flow freely; 
2. Transnational corporate structures which allow the media companies to operate beyond the strictly national 
borders; 
3. The advancement in technologies; 
4. The deregulation of national government on information communication.  
The critical factors, mentioned above, reflect the law of social development that opens to the outside world and 
pluralism will gradually take the place of the closed policy. However, the distribution imbalance of communication 
resources shows that the Western countries clearly dominate the media industry of the world, with their profound 
process of consolidation and concentration. It is a logical result that globalization, either as a concept or as a process 
under the impetus of capitalist interest expansion, is based upon the dynamics of the Western capitalism inextricably 
linked to the Western morality and values. In the meantime, globalization strengthens the structural extension of 
domination and subordination in the political, economic and cultural spheres, which undermines the sovereignty and 
information security of the developing countries, notwithstanding a positive role in abolishing the feudalism and 
establishing a new international relationship of exchange, interaction and communication. As a result, the 
developing countries advocate, with regard to the imbalance of information communication, that it is necessary to 
set up a new order for international information and communication—by deploying new news-gathering resources 
and a distribution system to provide pluralistic reports, and by reserving satellite orbits and spectra according to a set 
of plan to meet the demand of future development. However, the industrialized countries argue that the suggestions 
are in conflict with the principle of freedom of news flow. Some of the scholars classify the conflicting opinions into 
two broad categories: essentially a battle between the control and the anti-control.iv  
The control shows the industrialized countries, most of all the United States, do all they can to have the power 
over communication technology and information resources, which undermines the development of Third World 
nations. The anti-control signifies the resisting response from the developing countries while competing with 
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Western information products, by seeking alternatives in limiting the impact of the Western media sources. The 
reaction to the Western control of information practice and service generally falls into two forms: First is the closed 
anti-control characterized as direct evading from the trend of information globalization and outright banning of 
outside information and technology. It attempts to resist completely against the invasion and impact of Western 
countries, as seen in the cases of the Soviet Union and the Socialist countries in Eastern Europe during the Cold War 
period. Most have found it is in large part a negative effect because separation from the rest of the world probably 
led to blockage only the interference of negative information at the cost of giving up the opportunity to take 
advantage of globalization. Open anti-control, the second form, aims to participate actively in the process of 
information globalization by combining certain policy, regulation and law to regulate information activity and 
communication practice with the development of new communication technology and utilization of international 
information resources to strengthen competitiveness and to transform from information subordination to information 
domination. Numerous studies have revealed that closed anti-control that is contrary to the law of development, can 
only enlarge the already noticeable gap between the developed and developing nations. Worse is the difficulty in 
making any positive effect particularly in the age of information globalization with the available new 
communications technology. In contrast, open anti-control is an active response to the need of development in 
modern society, in essence predicated upon adaptability. Although developing countries have been historically 
subordinating to those of the developed West, it is important to notice that refusal against the trend of globalization 
definitely will deteriorate the status of the Third World nations. It is either a paradox or dialectic of history.  
It is certain that only the new thought, new concept and new strategy can answer the demand of new age, which 
explains the struggle between the control and the anti-control in the field of journalism and communication. The 
term, “the control” (or “the anti-control”) during the Cold War and the years followed shows the evident ideological 
hostility between the two sides with a strong desire exterminating the opponent thoroughly. However, in the age of 
globalization, “the control” has shifted from hostile action of eradication or blockage to gain one’s own advantage to 
market competition aiming for dominance. The process of information globalization is where some of the superior 
countries are setting forth international regulations, which unquestionably must be accepted by the international 
community, and the inferior countries have to follow. It should be pointed out that a casualty is not always suffered 
by an inferior country, instead, sometimes by a dominating superior country. For example, the United States, the 
most powerful player in international communication, is unable to compete with Reuters (Britain), Havas Press 
(France) and Wolff Press (German) when the three known European news agencies signed The Ring Combination 
that divided the world that had been preserved for the various news services since 1870. As a result, the New York 
Associated Press, the predecessor of the Associated Press of America, was forced to work as participant in the treaty 
due to its inferiority to the three renowned news agencies. However, the United States has continued to be the most 
dominant force in the field of journalism and communication worldwide since the twentieth century. One can then 
argue that a country that is either in the stage of superiority or inferiority in international communication, is in a 
transitional phase rather than a definite and final state. Those inferior countries are virtually possible to win partial 
advantage in certain stage by participating in market competition, strengthening economic capability and upgrading 
utilization of technology and information resources, which in turn lead to further significant development in the 
future where diversity and specificity will end the imbalance of transnational information flow. It is certainly a long 
way to go for the developing countries because the financial and technological conditions still favor the Western 
states.  
In short, there has been a definite trend towards information globalization which covers the whole mankind rather 
than only the Western society, despite its origin from the capitalistic market economy. In the age of globalization, 
countries, national cultures and communication contents will shake off the restriction of boundaries and connect 
with the outside world to accept the global evaluation. In the eyes of developing countries, it presents not only a 
challenge but also an opportunity. China, as a member of Third World nations, has access to WTO, demonstrating 
its open attitude in embracing positively the world’s mainstream and welcome actively the challenge of information 
globalization. It is the most unequivocal truth that blockage and avoidance will not evade the inevitable process of 
information globalization and the law of historical development, the only choice necessarily is to conform to the 
trend. As a consequence, the traditional concept and administration should give way to new concept with the target 
turned from blockage to deregulation and from passive resistance to positive reaction. It is also important to adopt a 
series of measures including the related laws and regulations so as to regulate communication and eliminate negative 
impact and to take full advantage of communication resources home and abroad, including the “Big Chinese Culture 
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Circle” put forward by Professor Du Weiming of Harvard University, for the purpose of self- strengthening in the 
process of integration into globalization. Moreover, the activity of journalism and communication under the 
guidance of information globalization contains its basic principle, thus it is crucial to comprehensively study its 
characteristics and properly recognize and grasp its regularities in order to avoid blindness in activity, improve the 
quality and effect of communication and win advantage in the competition of international communication. Indeed, 
it is both a task of urgent significance and a central issue demanding long-term effort for China and other developing 
countries. 
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